
The Norfolk Saints’ Way (NSW) -  follows 

existing LDPs* through the valley of the River 

Yare, to cross the Broads National Park from 

east to west. It can be walked over a long 

weekend, broken down into a series of day 

walks, or undertaken as part of a holiday 

afloat. 

NSW joins several individual routes into a  

continuous chain: Burgh Castle for St. Fursey; 

Reedham and Loddon for St. Felix; Loddon and 

Norwich for Saints and Martyrs of the 

Reformation and William; and Norwich for 

Mother Julian and Edith Cavell. 

*Angles’ Way and Wherryman’s Way. 

From Burgh Castle - the abandoned Roman 

fort where St. Fursey established his 

monastery and mission station in the 7th C. 

 

Through - nationally important nature 

reserves and riverside towns and villages, 

crossing  rivers,  stopping for reflection and 

refreshment on the way - at waterside pubs, 

beneath the  sails of the iconic wind pumps and 

in churches, on high ground above the flood 

plain. After 42 miles, pilgrims reach their 

destination. 

 

To Norwich - where the Normans built their 

regional capital, complete with Romanesque 

castle and cathedral. The Cathedral doubled as 

a monastery until the Reformation. Now 

boasting two cathedrals, Norwich remains the 

beating heart of the Church’s mission .  

Heroes of Faith  -  The handful of ‘saints’ remembered by name on the Norfolk Saints’ Way are 

representative of ‘a great cloud of witnesses’ who lived good lives and died good deaths for the love 

of Christ.  The Church celebrates their hidden lives at the “Feast of All Saints”.  We tread the paths 

they trod and sail the waters they sailed, kneel, where they once knelt and follow in their footsteps. 

Felix - the first Bishop of East Anglia, accompanied King Sigeberht returning from exile in 630. He 

founded monasteries, churches and a school (d. 648). An image of St. Felix, in the act of blessing, 

was placed above the Bishop’s Door in the new (11th C) Norwich Cathedral.  Bishops of Norwich, it 

declared, were continuing the mission begun in 7th C and had the founder’s approval.  Nowadays, the 

relief sculpture can be found in the Ambulatory, close to the Bishop’s Throne. 

Fursey - Irish missionary/monk, established a monastery at Burgh Castle (Cnobheresburgh) in 630.  As 

part of his spiritual discipline Fursey was constantly on the move. He  died in France in 650. 

William of Norwich -  an apprentice leather worker murdered in 1144.  As patron saint of leather 

workers, he is depicted on the rood screen of Loddon Church.  There is a complicated history of his 

veneration at Norwich Cathedral.  Today, he is remembered in the Chapel of the Holy Innocents. 

Julian of Norwich -  mystic, theologian and spiritual guide (d. 1416).  Her book, “Revelations of Divine 

Love” is still in print.  Pilgrims can visit the anchorite’s cell where she spent the last years of her life at 

St. Julian’s Church, Norwich. The Julian Centre is next door.  

Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation - Hugh Pye and William White (d. 1428) were tried with other 

Loddon Lollards and condemned to death as heretics. They were among the first to be burnt at 

Lollards’ Pit in Norwich.  The bloody history of the Reformation challenges us to disagree well. 

Edith Cavell - a pioneer nurse/educator. The daughter of a Norfolk clergyman, she was executed in 

German occupied Belgium in 1915. Her grave can be visited on the south side of the Cathedral. 

By Boat – The first Christian missionaries used 

rivers as their highways. Today, a thriving Broads 

Hire Fleet allows us to follow in their wake. 
 

Afloat - the Water Symbolism of poetry and faith 

traditions seems to resonate more deeply.  

Messing  about in boats and considering the birds 

and flowers can be a strong reminder of Jesus’  

Galilee Spirituality. 

 

The Broads National Park: 

“A breathing space for the cure of souls” 

    Ted Ellis. Naturalist. 



Norfolk  

Saints’ Way 
  

 

www.norfolksaintsway.wordpress.com 

Churches  - are important elements in Norfolk’s 

Deep England landscapes.  Seen against the  

skyline, their towers direct our gaze to higher 

things.  Part of our common heritage, churches 

reflect changes in understanding and customs  

across the centuries.  

They line the NSW like prayer beads on a string 

- each with its own history, treasures and 

character. Most are working churches, open to 

all people of goodwill, and belong to the Diocese 

of Norwich. 

Way Stations 
 

Burgh Castle - Roman shore-fort, the  site of St. 

Fursey’s monastery. There is a round towered 

church outside the walls. Pub, bus connection to 

Great Yarmouth.  

Great Yarmouth - Historic port with multiple 

heritage assets including the Minster Church, 

founded as a cell of Norwich Cathedral Priory in 

1119. Moorings, rail connection, wide variety of 

shops, accommodation, pubs etc.. 

Berney Arms -  Named after the  pub which is no 

longer open. Railway station, nature reserve and 

wind-pump, half-way between Great Yarmouth 

and Reedham. Moorings, rail connection. 

Reedham - Riverside village. 15th C church built 

above the Roman fort where St. Felix had his local 

base. Moorings, rail connection, shops, pubs. 

Reedham Ferry - the path crosses to the south of 

the river here. Pub, campsite, moorings.  

Heron Stream  -  the River Yare - Gariennus the 
Romans called it, is likely to have been named 

after its numerous herons. Modern Welsh garan 

= heron, crane. There are cranes too! After 400 

years absence, cranes have returned to the 

Broads NP. In the winter, over 64,000  wildfowl  

make Breydon Water and surrounding marshes 

their home. In the summer, it is an important 

breeding site for redshanks and lapwings. 

Heckingham - round-towered, thatched,           

Romanesque, St. Gregory’s church. 

Loddon - Historic market town and former royal 

vil. St. Felix established a church here in 7th C. Re-

built in 15th C, the present church has an image of 

William of Norwich on the rood screen. 

Moorings, bus connections to Norwich and Lowes-

toft, shops, pubs, accommodation. 

Rockland -  Village in the midst of Mark Cocker’s 

Crow Country. There is a 14th C church and Ted 

Ellis Trust’s Wheatfen Nature Reserve is near by. 

Moorings, bus connection to Norwich, pub 

Surlingham - round towered church, nature re-

serve (with ruined church). Moorings, bus connec-

tion to Norwich, pub, campsite. 

Norwich - Mother Julian’s cell; Lollards’ Pit, the 

site of 15th and 16th C executions; and two  

cathedrals.  Moorings, transport connections, 

accommodation, shops, pubs etc.. 

a  pilgrim path in the 

Developed by Rev’d Richard Woodham  for  

Norwich Cathedral’s  

Green Pilgrimage and Walsingham Way Working Group.  

 

 

from the earliest missionary outposts around 

  

Breydon Water  
to 

Norwich Cathedral 

www.exploringnorfolkchurches.org 
Enter - Wander - Wonder 

Sit and Ponder 

“kneel where prayer has been valid.”   

In bad weather, church porches provide a  

welcome shelter. Some churches offer more 

in the way of comfort. At Reedham visitors 

are invited to make themselves a hot drink 

and take advantage of the toilet facilities. 


